
MINUTES OF A REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

JULY 7, 2009 

 

 

 

A Regular Council Meeting was held at 6:00 p.m. in the council chambers of City Hall.  Present for the 
meeting were Mayor Ray Marler, Council Members John Glover, Jody Singleton, John Mellown, 
Benton Beasley, and Kendrick Spurling. 
 
The mayor asked everyone to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance and Kendrick Spurling offered prayer. 
 
Mayors Report: 

 
There will be a grand opening for Grace brook Subdivision on July 14th at 9:30 am.  
 
DOT will be doing another speed study on Hwy 431 during the month of July. 
 
Funding to pave Cleveland, Main Street, and E Railroad is currently trying to be acquired. 
 
Mayor Marler announced the sidewalk project would be put on hold until after October 10th, allowing 
Harvest Day to be on the Square. 
 
Shirley McArdle thanked the Council and Mayor, on behalf of the Headland Merchants, for not moving 
Harvest Day to Douglas Park.  
 
Amanda Muller with the local Farmers Market was present to request that they be allowed to use Park 
Street for the market. There will be a minimum of ten (10) vendors set up to sell produce, baked goods, 
plants, and farm raised meats. Mrs. Muller said pending funding the Farmers Market would be opening 
September 12th. 
 
John Bennett was present to request the use of Douglas Park on September 5th from 9:00 a m until 5:00 
p m to have a car show, a few different bands, a bike show and blow up activities for kids.  
 
The Council requested that Mr. Bennett prepare an agenda of events for them to take a look at and 
present them with insurance information.  
 
Jody Singleton made a motion to approve the minutes from the June 16th meeting, Kendrick Spurling 
seconded and all members voted in the affirmative. 
 
Benton Beasley made a motion to pay the bills, Kendrick Spurling seconded and all members voted in 
the affirmative. 
 
Wiregrass Resource Conservation & Development Council requested a voluntary sponsorship/dues from 
the City in the amount of $500.00. 
 
Benton Beasley made a motion to decline the request, Kendrick Spurling seconded and all members 
voted in the affirmative. 
 



Ordinance 12-2009 (amending Warrant Fees for the Cities Court System) was presented to the Council 
for the first reading. 
 
Kendrick Spurling made a motion to approve Resolution 5-2009 providing for the disposal of the 
following surplus inventory: 
  
 One 1994 Mercury Marquis 
 One 1988 Ford LTD 
 
John Glover seconded the motion and all members voted in the affirmative. 
 
Jody Singleton made a motion to open a saving account at Ameris Bank for the 1996 Sewer Warrant 
payment, Benton Beasley seconded and all members voted in the affirmative. 
 
Department Reports: 

 
Street/Sanitation Superintendent, Steve Pitts informed the Council that the City would be receiving 
$24,300.00 from FEMA for recent storm damage. Mr. Pitts requested that he be allowed to use the funds 
to purchase a three quarter ton used truck.  
 
Benton Beasley made a motion that a three quarter ton truck be purchased with a dollar limit of 
$24,300.00. John Glover seconded the motion and all members voted in the affirmative. 
 
Fire Chief, Eric Lawrence was present to request that a bank account for Ambulance payments be 
established at a local bank. Currently the billing company EMS Management & Consultants in West 
Point, Georgia deposits the funds in the Bank of America. Establishing a local account will allow the 
City to manage the funds.  
 
John Mellown made a motion to establish the account with the following employees as signatures on the 
account: 

 Mayor, Ray Marler 
   City Clerk, Susan Money 
   Fire Chief, Eric Lawrence 
 
Jody Singleton seconded the motion and all members voted in the affirmative. 
 
Grant Writer, Terry Grimes informed the Council that the Sewer Grant will be due in October, the 
Walking Trail grant is still being written, and the Satellite Fire Station grant is being postponed until 
next year due to further information that must be obtained. After talking with Emily Waters with 
Southeast Alabama Regional Planning the funds for an Emergency Shelter or being targeted for the 
Coastal areas at this time. According to Mrs. Waters there will be more funding for this type of grant in 
the future.  
 
 

 

 

 

 



Council Comments: 

 

Councilmen, John Glover informed the Council that rain water is backing up on East Main at Martin 
Luther King Drive. Street/Sanitation Superintendent, Steve Pitts said he is aware of the problem and it is 
due to grass clippings being placed in the road. He asked the Council to inform the citizens within their 
District to not place grass clippings in the road.  
 

Public Comments: 

 
Mr. Jim Cole asked that the broken curving in front of his Main Street home be fixed. He also presented 
the Council with a jar of dirty water from his home.  
 
Mayor Marler said the new well will be tested tomorrow and should help with the problem once it is on 
line.  
 
Mrs. Andrea Shiphorst thanked the City Employees for there help with the Patriotic Concert and keeping 
the Square looking beautiful. 
 
Mr. John Muller asked if there was any type of testing done on the Cities water.  
 
The Water Department does test the water and has an “Annual Quality Drinking Water Report” 
published yearly. 
 
 They’re being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m. on a motion by Jody 
Singleton. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 ___________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Susan Money, City Clerk    Ray Marler, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 


